SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
heedless of a known danger until we are
threatened with Its immediate presence,
and others of us require a tragedy to
open our eyes to impending peril. There
is, furthermore, a growing reaction to
mandatory regulation of our conduct,
and there Is always the inclination among
some of us to lend a sympathetic ear to
the last and loudest exhorter, no matter
how unsound the doctrine preached.
Some states have already passed
through the fire, and their unhappy
experience has taught them to dread
the flame and to safeguard themselves
against any subsequent burning. Others
are now caught in the conflagration and
are seeking the protection afforded by
vaccination. Still others, vain in their
radicalism, spurn any official advice,, and
apparently can be stirred only by a
similar catastrophe. The time has come
when we can no longer regard small-
pox as a trivial disease; and if we are
not to repeat England's experience, we